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• 600,000 
inhabitants

• Second city of 
The Netherlands 

Rotterdam





• Out of the four 
major cities in The 
Netherlands, 
Rotterdam has the 
youngest population

• The population 
keeps getting 
younger

Youngsters in 
Rotterdam



• Investigative report ‘Focus on Children’
in 2006 

• Rotterdam: the least attractive city of The 
Netherlands to grow up in 

Problem



Urgency: families are leaving the 
city



• Improving the quality of life for 
children aged 0 - 18 years

• Enhancing the city as a 
residential location by keeping family        
units in the city

• Strengthening the economy

Based on child and parent participation

Goals



On our way to a Child Friendly City,
development along two lines:

• Just do it!
• Joint policy development with partners:

• Urban planning method 
• Monitor child friendly neighbourhoods

11 pilot neighbourhoods, different features

Programme
Child Friendly 

Rotterdam



A child friendly city is a city where children
and young people can grow up in a dynamic,
pleasant and safe environment. 

Children need to have space to: 
- be young
- maximize their opportunities for self-

development
- be able to contribute to the city

What is a child friendly 
city?



• Housing corporations 
• Project developers 
• District councils 
• Parents 
• Children! 

With whom to create a child friendly city?



Urban Planning 
method

With the urban planning method ‘Building Blocks 
for a Child Friendly Rotterdam’ city services, and 
also housing corporations and project developers, 
can chart a course towards child friendly 
development for specific areas.



Child Friendly housing Single-family houses and
childfriendly appartments

Building Blocks 

Outdoor play areas, green play areas en the area
between front door and public space

Extended school: i.e. a primary or a secondary
school offering additional activity programmes

Network of Child-friendly traffic routesSafe traffic routes

Facilities

Public Space

Practical package:



Single-family houses with garden

Childfriendly Appartments
• A minimally net floor area of 85 m² (915 sq ft)
• A direct correlation between entrance and

street, and adequate storage space
• An elevator
• A room for each child
• Good outdoor play areas and communal

areas for various age groups

Building Block 1:

Child Friendly housing



• Conditions for outdoor play areas in Rotterdam
- Sports and play areas
- Pavement suitable for playing

• Grass areas and green playgrounds (with climbing
trees rather than prickly shrubs and bushes)

• The use of the pavement should be encouraged in 
areas where houses have no front garden with wide 
pavements of minimally 3 m (10 ft).

Building Block 2:

Public Space



• At least one extended school per district, i.e. a primary or a 
secondary school offering additional activity programmes

• A safe school environment, both in terms of schoolyard layout
and school accessibility

• A ratio between surfaced area and greenery in the schoolyard 
of 2:1, with a surfaced area of minimally 300 m² (328 sq yd)

Building Block 3:

Facilities



Building Block 4: 

Safe traffic routes

• Speed reduction measures and no-through traffic zones

• To create a child-friendly network of streets in every
neighbourhood, it is essential that at least one side of every
street has a sidewalk of at least 3 m (10 ft)



Testing the basics



Tasks and 
opportunities



• The vision identifies the task at hand

• The vision is a means by which to prioritise

• The vision is applicable to both new and restructuring         
projects 

• Obtaining big results with simple interventions 

• Results can be measured with the ‘Monitor Child      
Friendly Neighbourhoods’

Applicability urban 
planning vision



Indicators
• Percentage private housing
• Traffic and playground safety
• Youth facilities
• Environmental factors
• Housing
• Social cohesion
• Image

7 out of the 11 pilot neighbourhoods have scored
better on the indicators. 

Monitor child friendly 
neighbourhoods



• Cooperation with important partners

• Investing time and energy into creating grassroots support 
and commitment establishing 

• Clear links between structural projects and social 
programming

• Incorporating children's and parents' visions 

• Children's participation at a project level for landscaping 
playgrounds and squares

• City council acting as a driving force 

Factors for Success



• Child friendly neighbourhoods have 
become an intrinsic part of city policy in those areas that 
play a major role, such as housing, playgrounds and 
schools

• Child friendly neighbourhoods are now on everyone's 
agenda

• Child friendly neighbourhoods also form part of the 
syllabus at educational institutes for future urban 
development professionals

Where is Rotterdam 
now?



Conversion from schoolyard to 
neighbourhood square



Combining water problems with 
possibilities for children to play



Safe routes in the neighbourhoods



Programming in squares in 
summertime 



Unambiguous pedagogic vision: 
Collective effort of all organizations on 

district level



Children’s councils all over the city


